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"SOME 
OBSERVATIONS and QUERIES 


Preſent L A WS of this Kingdom, re- 
', ve a, ee 


Relaxation of fome of the Laws in this 
A Kingdom againſt the further Grogth of Po- 
pery, hath been a Queſtion, which hath a 
good deal exerciſed the Underſtandings and Reaſon- 
ings of Men for theſe ſome Years paſt, without their 
having as yet come to any preciſe Determination 
therein, although it is a Matter, than which, there 
never was, and in all Likehhood never will be, one 
of more real. Conſequence to this (I believe I may 
with. fafety venture to ſay) poor Kngdom, as yet but 
in the Infancy of it's thriving. 

But if there ever was a 7 
ſing and effectualy ſettling of this material Point, up- 
on a ſolid and laſting Foundation, it ſurely muſt be 
now: It muſt be, when we have in the Houſe of 
Commons of this our new Parliament, more of that 
conſiderable and learned Body of the long Robe, 
than any Man now living can remember; nay, more 
than appears in any Journals, or any Hiſtory extant 
in this, or any other Kingdom upon Earth, and ſe- 
veral of them (as J have before ſaid) of ſuperior Abi- 
lities, great eminence in their Profeſſion, and of no- 
ted Honour and Integrity ; and who, from their Prac- 
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tice and Experience, in the ſeveral Courts of Law 
and Equity, have had ample Opportunities, above 
all others, of ſeeing every Advantage, as alſo all 


the Incenveniencies which have attended theſe par- 


ticular Laws ſince. they were firſt enacted. It muſt 


be,” when we have a Viceroy, than whom, we ne- 
ver yet Had one more eminent (if ever we had one 


ſo much ) for a moſt perfect Knowlege of the true 
Intereſt of\a trading Nation, or more inclined, by 
all Accounts, to promote the general Good and Wel- 
fare of Society; but above all, when we are bleſſed 
with a King,” a PATRIOT King, who in the Bloſſom 
of his Youth has given the ſtrongeſt and moſt con- 
vincing Proofs, that he has not any Thing ſo much 


at Heart às the univerſal Good of the Subjects he was 


- - 


under Heaven. | 
Therefore then, to theſe Authorities, and to theſe 
Legiſlative Powers, I, with the greateſt Deference, 
venture to inſcribe the following Lines, not otherwiſe 
apf to attempt the Diſcuſſion of theſe Matters, 
than by humbly ſubmitting to their anprej udiced Con- 
fiderations, ſome few Hints and Obſervations, by the 
Way of Queries, in Relation to theſe Laws. 
But before they ſhall be read by any Man, I muſt 
molt earneſtly entreat that he will (if poſſible) diveſt 
him(elf of all Prejudices, and eſpecially with regard 
to eden for otherwiſe, although they were as 
true as Truth itſelf, and were penned by all the wit 


born with,” and that he is poſſeſſed of every Virtue 


eſt Men that have exiſted ſince the Creation of A- 


dam, they would avail nothing, the Wiſdom. or 
Truth of them would not be ſeen.  - _ 3 
And firſt, Has it not been always held as an Ax- 
jom,. or {elf evident Truth, that the Number of 
Inhabitants, and the encouraging of Manufactures 
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1 7 
promote the Riches of every Country, where Trade 
and Commerce are? e 

But yet, if in any ſuch Country, at leaſt two 
thirds of the Inhabitants were by its Laws diſabled 


from purchaſing Lands, or any durable Property, 


for themſelves and their Poſterities; or from lend- 
ing their Money upon real Securities; or from ac- 


quiring any other than a perſonal Security for it, li- 


able in its very Nature to a Thouſand Miſchances, 
could it be expected, that under ſuch Circumſtan- 
ces, they ſhould laboux for the procuring of fo pre- 
carious a Property ? 1 19 . 
And are not theſe two-thirds who are thus diſ- 
couraged from Induſtry, the Poverty, not the Wealth 
of the Nation they are in? It's Weaknefs, inſtead 
of it's Strength? And a dead Weight for the other 
third for ever to drag after them 2x20" 24 
Or, if there ſhould be amongſt them a few in- 
duſtrious active Spirits, Who could not be idle, and 
that they ſhould happen to acquire a monied Pro- 
perty, could they be blamed, under the aforeſaid 
Circumſtances, if they either ſent it off, or tranſ- 
ported themſelves with it to ſome more favoura- 


ble Region? 


And is not this, in Fact, the preſent Caſe of all 
the Papiſts of this Kingdom? | 

Is there any Thing on Earth more certain, than 
that the more Tenants there are in any Country 
to take Lands, the higher the Value of the Lands 
will be? And is it poſſible, that the few of the 


higher Degree can be in a State of Wealth, 


if three Parts in four of thoſe from whom they are 
to derive it, are in extreme Poverty?  _ | 
Do not diſcouragements and incapacities, thin and 
depopulate the fineſt Countries upon Earth? And 
can it be expected, that Tillage will ever take Pla 


m 


„ 
in any Country, where all poſſible diſcouragements 
are laid on the Tiller. 

If Papiſts'then were allowed to take durable Leaſ- 
es might not ſome of the Millions of Acres now 
under Grazing, unprofitable Mountains, Waſtes and 
Rogs, be employed in Agriculture. and would not 
Manufactures flouriſh and Hands multiply in 
proportion ? 

And would not theſe reatly increaſe the Value of 
the Eftates in many Par of this Kingdom to the 
Proteſtant Landlords, and in proportion e 
en the Proteſtant Intereſt ? 

Can it he expected that Men ſhall improve their 
Lands by Culture, or otherwiſe, when the Conſe- 
quence of that Improvement may be their certain 
Ruin, or their Improvements leaſed in reverſion 
to. others ? | 
Does not ready Money ever give a ready Power ? 
And could not a Man with 10000). in his Cheſt 
upon any Riſing, or Rebellion, do more ſpeedy 
and effectual Miſchief if he were fo inclined, than 
if he had five Times the Sum lent upon a Mort- 
gage, or Judgment, or laid out in the Purchaſe of 
' a durable valuable Leaſe ? 

And would not ſueh Mortgage, Judgment, ind 
Leaſe be ſome Means of attaching him to our Con- 
ſtitution in Affection and Fidelity, and of enga- 
ging him in the Preſervation of it? Or at leaſt, 
be Pledges to the State, and a certain Security for 
his good and peaceable Demeanour 2 - 

And would not then the true and real Difference 
be, that in the one Caſe, he might himſelf join in 
the Diſturbance, but at the riſque of, twenty to 
one, the loſs of his Property, and as likely the 
ruin of himſelf and Family; whereas, in the 

other Caſe, he may ny — his Friends 3 
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EST 
his Perſon and Fortune, or ſecretly. ſupply them 


or conceal, or transfer his Effects; or remove them, 
himſelf and his Family to any other Country ? 


And in which of theſe two Sttuations, would a wiſe 


State wiſh that they ſhould be, whom (it at leaſt) 
doth not conſider as it's Friends? _ Ra" 
Does it follow, that becauſe it may be neceſſary 
to deprive an oppoſite Party of every Power to do 
evil, that they muſt alſo be deprived of almoſt 


every Power to do good? 


* * 


Have not ſeveral Papiſts in the Kingdom, at 
this preſent Time, conſiderable Sums in the Pub- 
lic Funds? Was not a great Part of this Money 
lent. at a very critical Juncture, and at ſuch a Time, 
as might, almoſt to Demonſtration prove, that 
their Intentions . towards us, are (at leaſt) not ſo 
evil, as the prejudiced and violent would have 


them thought to be? 


And could they upon any Invaſion, Inſurrection 
or other Public Diſturbance, eaſily transfer this 
Stock, or ſo command this Money, as to be of that 
immediate Uſe that ſuch an Emergency would re- 
quire? On the contrary, would it not in ſome 
Degree be a Pledge and Security to the State for 
their quiet and peaceable Behaviour? 
Would a reaſonable Toleration to Papiſts in the 
Exerciſe of their Religion, and under proper Regu- 
lations, ſo as not in the leaſt to endanger the eſta- 
bliſhed Religion, more or leſs. prevent their 
conforming to it? | | 


Whether an Oath, teſtifying Allegiance to the 


King, and diſclaiming the Pope's Authority in 
Temporals, may not be juſtly required of the Pa- 


of the Government? | | 
Is there a ny Thing me more Wied for by: us than 


11 


pw >. And whether in common Prudence or 


olicy, any Prieſt ſhould: be tolerated who refuſed 
to rake it ? —— np. of Cloyne's Queries. 
Whether there is any ſuch Thing as a Body 4 
Inhabitants in any Popiſh County under the Sun, 
that profeſs an abſolute Submiſſion to the Pope's 
Order in Matters of an indifferent Nature, or that 
in ſuch Points, do not think it their Duty to Ov} 
the Civil Government? —————Fbid. *' - 

Whether .ſuffering Perſons of the Popiſh: Rel 1g1s 
on to purchaſe forfeited: Lands, would not be good 
Policy, as tending to unite their Intereft with that 

—[bid. . 


that the Number of Conformifts ſhould every Day 


encreaſe, and yet have we not made the Difficul- 
ties in the Way of it almoſt inſurmountable? 
And is there not an 8108 in our Conduct in 


this Reſpect, not a little inconſiſtent 7 
Do not we find by eyery Day's Experience, 


that old confirmed Opinions are moſt ' difficult 


to be removed in Matters of much leſs Confe- 
quence" than Religion? - 

And if this moſt gerede Work ot: be 
brought about in a more. eaſy and reconcileable 
Manner, and vet as effectually, would It not 

Then, "ought not all the TY Modes and 


Ueremellkt, and all the Public Declarations. re- 


quired on a Conformity not only be as little harſh, 
put on the contrary as' delicate and as tender as 


poſlible ?. And 25 may it not be ſo ordered; that ; 


I have heard ſoveral Papiſts declare, that they ahold take 


an Oath of this Kind moſt chearfully, and with great ſinceri- 
ty and I verily believe there are few would refuſe it. 
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it ſhould he to the full as effectual in its Conſe- 
quences to the Public as it is now? And if it 
were ſo, is it not moſt likely, that their Numbers 
would then, be five to one there is now? . 

And ought not the Religiow Part of theſe Cere- 
monies, &c. to be penned by Laymen, in order 
to avoid that Harſhneſs and „ which the 
warm Zeal of the Clergy for their Religion, is too 
apt to produce. And who, in the General, from 
their abſtracted way of Life, and cloſe Attenti- 
on to Spirituals, &c. are not much acquaint- 


eld with the Civil Policy of the Nation.“ 


When the Conſtitution is ſound, and all Danger 
removed, may not too many penal Laws from be- 
ing the Remedy, become the Diſeale of the Body 
Poli tie? 

Or cam there be any Danger i in the Relaxation of 
ſome of them by the Legiſlature of a Country, 
from which ſuch Party or Sect are totally excluded, 
when that very Relaxation might, if abuſed, or 


perverted, be revoked, as eaſily, as it was made; ; 


or, when even the reſt of thoſe Laws which re- 
main in their full Force, x exerted, are ſufficient 
to cruſh them to Pieces? 

And might we not, were this the Caſe, with 
Reaſon hope for more Affection from _— than 
we can at preſent expect? 1 

Suppoſe then, that Papiſts were lowed to wks 


Leaſes for long Terms of Years, but that all Lea- 


ſes above ſixty-one Years were to gavel as Inhe- 
ritances do now'? But let there be as little Encou- 


e owe ee 


8 Bur yet a great Addition to het Hopes of - theſe dejected 
People is from the-Porſon who is now at the head of our eſta- 
bliſned Church; a moſt learned Divine, of the moſt extenſive 
Humanity, and Charity, an able Politician, lof great depth of 


Underſtanding, and withall, a moſt accompliſhed Gentleman. 
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ragement for Informers, as poſſible; it reprobates 


the Mind, is the Bane of Union and Harmony, 
produces Heart-burnings, endleſs Jealouſies and Ha- 
tred, and often deſtroys the Peace and Happinefs 
of whole Families. | 
Alſo, ſuppoſe that they were allowed to take 


f Mortgages as Proteſtants may, but not in Poſſeſſi- 


on, and in Caſes of Forecloſure, that Proteſtants 
only ſhould be Purchaſers of the Lands? And if 
their being Tenants by Elegit was fo ſettled, that 


they might be ſecure in it, and yet prevented from 


becoming abſolutely Maſters of the Eſtate * would 
it not be the better ? | | 
And ſuppoſe, that inſtead of a Perſon declaring 
in a full Congregation: (as by the preſent Law he 
who is to conform 1s bound to do, but what is worſe 
calling God to Witneſs it) that he finds that the Re- 


_ ligion which he has profeſſed from his Cradle to 
that Day is full of Errors (and as ſuch enumerates 


the ſeveral Points m which the Papiſts and the 
Church of England differ) and that the Religion of 


the Church of England is the only true Religion; 


and being in the Way of eternal Damnation (for 
the Senſe, nay, the very Expreſſions are almoſt tan- 
tamount) he begs the Prayers of all good Chriſtians; 
and then gets an Abſolution from our Clergyman 


in Terms as full, as any popiſh Prieſt can pro- 


? 


nounce 


This it b apprehended may be the Caſe, by two Judgments 
0 


being acknowledged to the ſame Perſon, and as of the ſame Term, 
for a Sum of Money equal to the Value of the Eſtate, at the Rate, 
ſuppoſe, of twenty-five Years Purchaſe, which is but four ayd half 
per Cent ; and the two Bonds to bear Intereſt at fix per Cent ; then 


one Moiety of the Eſtate to be extended upon one of the Judg- 


ments, and the other Moiety upon the other Judgment; with a 
little further dextrous Management, as having the Eſtate found at 
ſomething leſs than the real Value, &c, &c. | 
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nounce; I ſay, if inſtead of this, and all the other 
Ceremonies, it was only required, / that he ſhould 
take the Oaths of Allegiance' and Abjuration, and 


ſubſcribe the Declaration, and in one Month after 


receive the Sacrament on a Sunday in ſome well fre- 
quented Pariſh Church, and to file a Certificate 
thereof; and ſo on, ſome one Sunday afterwards in 
every Year, or, in Default thereof, to be deemed 
a relapſed Papiſt; to breed his Children Proteſtants, 
as they are now obliged to do; and to be ſtill Subject 
to Premunire in all Caſes where theſe Conformiſts 
are now ſubject, would it not be as effectual to the 
full? And (as I ſaid before) is it not likely, there 


would then be five, for one there is now ? * 


K I cannot 


If the Form of their Recantation could be ſo ordered, as 
not to require the enumeration of any of the Errors in the Re- 
ligion they are then to renounce, and yet be as effectual, would 
it not be better? Every one who hears them, cannot but know, 
that theſe Confermities are, nineteen Times in twenty, not the 
Effect of Conviction; or Choice, but the mere impulſe of a 
privce worldly Intereſt, perhaps to fave themſelves and Families. 
rom ſtarving. Is not then, the very Thaught of this Exaction, 
enough to make a Heart of any Feeling ſhudder ? Is it not enough, 
if thee Conformiſts for Intereſt, ſhall, during their Lives, keep 
from any ſhew of the Religion they have left, ſo that they pre- 
ſerve Appearances, in ours, and above all, that we are ſure of the 


Education of their Children? And can more than this be depend- 


ed on, or more really, in Reaſon expected, although ten thou- 
ſand ſuch Enumerations, Oaths, and Declarations, were require 
ed of them, and made and taken ever ſo publickly? Then, 
what need that be, from whence no Profit is? Alas! it mars 
the very End we ſeck. | | | 
But the true Way of judging in every Caſe in Life is to 
hange Sides. Suppoſe then that a Proteſtant was to be this 

{tant removed with all his Effects to a Popiſh Country, and. 
that the Laws were the ſame againſt Proteſtants there, as they are 


againſt Papiſts here, and the Method of Conforming the ſame; 


could any honeſt hearted. Proteſtant repair to. the publick Ways 


. 


622 1 
I eanndt but be aware, that to all 
it may be objected, 


4 


have here ſaid; 


ift, That they by no Means love us, and there- 


fore never can be real Friends to u. 
Iwill, grant they do not love us, and pray do we 
love them or any other Sect it's Oppoſites? It ever 
was, and ever will be ſo, and often without knowing 
why. or wherefore, whilſt Parents, Paſtors, Tutors, 
and every Perſon under whom we are: feared, are 
ever induſtrious to inſtil ſuch Prejudices and Aver- 
ſions in our Hearts from the Cradle. But IJ hope it 
won't be denied, that they love themſelves, and 
have Affections for their Families. And is it fiot 
with the Individuals of a State, as it is with Nati- 
ons at large, that wherever there is an Union of In- 
tereſts, they never fail to join in the Maintenance 
and Defence of Common Rights, let the Sects, Per- 
ſuaſtous, and Profèſſions of which they conſiſt, be as 
oppoſite, as they may? And as a Proof of this, let 
the preſent War upon the Continent be conſidered. 
2dly, It may be objected, That they will do what- 
ever the Pope ſhould either tell chem it was merito- 
riotis to do, or at Jeaſt n Sin, though it were in op- 
en Breach of every Law, Religious, Civil, or Social. 
Il do believe it muſt be admitted, as it is well 
known, that this implicit, flaviſh Sübjection of 8 


| 1 net 


ſhip, and ſolemnly declare what I have before mentioned, and 
in the Manner the Papiſts here are required to declare? 
But the Diſtreſſes and Difficulties Which attend the many Re- 
quiſites aull Niceties in the preſent Method of Conformity, were 
never ſo viſible as in the Caſe of Tomlinſon and Ferral, lately 
determined in the Court of Chancery here, and the Decree after- 
wards aftrmed by the Lords of Great; Britain, on a Appel 
am convinced that twenty Years will not ſee An End to the Con- 
fuſion in Property, and the Troubles and Diſtreſſes that this 
Determination will indubitably produce, unleſs ſome effectual 
Law be forthwith contrived to put a Stop to them, | 
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our Advantage their Intereſt, and alſo by making it 


be its Riches, be the Poverty, the Burthen, and the 
muſt their Feggary be alſu 


a Nation inerdaſes in Induſtry, Manufactures and 


particular in this Kingdom above all others) chat it is 
impoſſible ever to ſeparate them; for Inftance, that 


| | 131] 5 
Underſtanding, Mind, and Confcience of tlie Pa- 
piſts to this their Spiritual Prinee, is in a great Means 
ſure wearing away every Day, in every Country in 
Chriſtendom; even among thoſe who were the moſt 
bigotted ; but this is of little Moment againſt my 
Argument, I don't mean that we ſhould alter, or re- 
lax any Law againſt them, from any Dependance 
on their Love and Friendſhip to us, but by making 


their Intereſt to live quietly with us. And let us not 
like the ſurly Churl in the Fable, deny them the Fod- 
der which we cannot uſe ourſelves, and would 
ſtrengthen them to work for us, and thereby make 
their Numbers, Which ought, and would otherwiſe 


greateſt Curſe of the Community; for let it be reli- 
ed on, that as their Aralih muſt be our own, ſo 


1 ” 


But further; I believe this will be allowed me, 
and not controverted by any, that in proportion as 


Wealth, Superſtition and Bigotry of Courſe de- 
creaſe; for they introduce Luxury, that mortal Ene- 
my not only to them, but too much fo of late to Re- 


ligion itſelf. e 5d ee een 
. . 3dly; It may be objected, that their Religion and 
Politicks are ſo blended together in which they are 


they ate taught by theit Prieſts: from the inſtant they 
are able to har and fee, and it is daily confirmed to 
them, by all they have to do with as they grow up, 
that they cam only have the free Exerciſe of their Re- 
ligion, and be reſtored to free Laws, by having a 
Stuart upon the Throm: at 
2421 | | | There 
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There is no doubt but this was the Caſe, and 
might for many Years' have had the deſired Effect, 
and may even at this Day be a ſtrong Article of Faith 
among the Slaves and Beggars of the Religion. But 
ſuppoſe this Argument ſhould be now urged to any 


Papiſt of the leaſt Degree of common Senſe, and of 


any ſettled, or fixed Property, as a Motive or In- 
ducement to his joining in any Inſurrection, or en- 
gaging in a civil War; can it be ſuppoſed, or 
imagined, that he could be ſo impoſed on? Or 
that he would on ſuch a hazard riſque his Life 
and Property? Is there not really and truly as 
much Chance now, that the great Mogul ſhall 
ever gain the Britiſh Throne, as one of that ſe- 
cluded Family? A Throne, which is now ſo glo- 
riouſly filled by a King born and bred among 
us, Who (from what we have, as yet ſeen) ſeems 
to be bleſſed with every Virtue under Heaven; 
and whoſe Grand-Father and Great-Grand-Father 
ſwayed it, for almaſt half ac Century, without the 
leaſt Grievance to any the meaneſt of their Sub. 
jects, or Cauſe of Complaint from "theſe very Peo- 
ple themſelves. SALEH H ODE HY :107: 216919 

Can it therefore be really ereditted, that any 
Sort of Men, can be ſo hardened to common 
Senſe, and fo inflexible to their own Intereſts, 
as to attempt the Diſturbance of a Governvent 
thus rivitted, and thus in vulnerable, from the Com- 
bination of ſo many external and internal Safe- 


> 2 as now are, and ſtill have been, under tho 


Reigns: of this illuſtrious Houſe? But granting 
there are ſuch inſignificant Ideots amongſt them, 
would it not be better, if the innocent many were 
not to be involved in the ſame Diſabilities and Pu- 


* 


niſhments with the guilty fe? 


But 


[7s 7 


But as a further Proof on their Side, againſt this 


Argument, have we not had many of them for theſe 
ſeveral Years paſt in our Fleets and Armies, and 
have any Troops whatever behaved better, or more 
ſteadily in both? And have not ſome had great 
Commands in the firſt, and done ſingular Services 
to their Country? Fl 
athly, And laſtly, It may be objected, that if 
they were to ſucceed in ſuch an Inſurrection, or War, 
the reinſtated Prince would quickly reſtore their 
Properties to thoſe who had loſt them, and would 
reward and recompence his Friends, and the Fol- 
Jowers of his Fortunes, with the Lands and Proper- 
ties of his Enemies, and of thoſe who had ſo long 
conſpired to keep him out. | 
Is not the Experience of every Nation in Hiſtory 


full in the Teeth of ſuch Hopes and Expectations; 


but above all Nations upon Earth, is it not eſpecial- 
ly ſo in this? Did not one of this Race confirm to 


ſeveral of thoſe who not only had oppoſed his Fa- 


ther, but had purſued him to his Deſtruction, the 
very Lands which belonged to thoſe who had ſtood 
by him, and followed his Fortunes? Did not ano- 
ther ſtir them up to reſtore him to the Kingdom he 
had abdicated; and when they had engaged for 
-him with their Lives and Fortunes, did he not leave 
them in the Lurch, forſaken and to their loſt For- 
tunes? And was not ever after the worſt Word 
his ungrateful Tongue could utter againſt them, 
thought too good for them? And laſtly, were not 
the ſevereſt Laws, nay the chief diſabling Laws 
that have been made againſt them procured by 
his Daughter in the midſt of Quietneſs, and al- 
moſt the very Inſtant that ſne came to the Throne? 
Let every Man who reads this, be aſſured, that 
there does not live a Man, who wiſhes more for an 

| Encreaſe 
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Ran of the Mambers of: tha Chuxch. of :£n- - 


Sland, and the Welfare of the Kingdom in gene- 
ral, than the Author of theſe Obſervations and 
Queries : And: therefore it is, that he has thus ven- 
= ug to ſubmit them to the Judgment of the Pub- 
ick. | | 
relative to theſe Laws, and for one eſpecially, as 
to the inducing Papiſts to educate their Children in 
our Univerſity, by winking at or not noticing 
their non- attendanoe on religious Duties, and 
thereby preventing Numbers — being ſent to 
foreign Seminaries. See the aforeſaid Bp. of Cloyn's 
r & 

P. S. Since J finiſhed the above Sheets, I have 
the Honour and Happineſs to find by his Grace, 
the Lord Lientenant's Speech to both Houſes of 


Parliament, that ſome of my Sentiments in theſe 


Sheets, do correſpond moſt fully with his, as will 


more . eſpecially appear by the 14th, 12th, and 


13th, Paragraphs thereof; Where, after recom- 
mending to this Nation, the Improvement of Agri- 


culture, Manifactures and Commerce, and the 


promoting the Encreaſe of the Proteſtant Religion, 
are theſe Words, ** notwithſtanding the peace- 
able Demeanour of the Papiſts in this Kingdom, 
<« it muſt always be your Duty and your Intereſt, 


ce to divert from Error by every effectual though - 
gentle Method, the deluded Followers of a blind 


Religion. 
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The Public Good, confiſts in every one's i: Mn that 
| Property which was given him wy the Givi Laws in- 
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Additional Qvu E R 1 E 8 


ON T HE 
Preſent LAWS in this Kincpom, 


AGAINST THE 


Further Gzowrn of PO PERY, &. 


S it is a: tabs Bill which lately paſſed 


* the Houſe of Commons here, for explain 


10 the Doubts in the Statutes in this Kingdom 
againſt the further Growth of Popery, as 10 Pa- 


Piſts bein 25 capable of being Tenants by Elegit, is ex- 
ro 


pected: from England, the following Queries in ad- 
dition to thoſe. heretofore -publiſhed are. ſubmitted 
to the Conſideration of the Public. * 

But firſt, it will be proper to mention the cler 
Objection that was made upon the Debate in the 
Houſe of Commons on the paſſing of this Bill, 
which, as it came from a Gentleman of the long 
Robe of high Station in his Profeſſion, and of as 
much Eminence therein, as the higheſt Station can 
require, had, (as every Thing he ſays ought to 


have) a conſiderable Weight wih his Hearers. a 
1. 


„ 
It was objected, if this Bill was to paſs 
into a Law, it would in effect enable Papiſts to 
become Purchaſers of Lands, which is againſt the 
Intention and the Spirit of the Popery Laws. 

For Inſtance, ſuppoſe it was agreed, that a Papiſt 
ſnould purchaſe from a Proteſtant an Eſtate of one 
Hundred Pounds a Year, and that twenty four 
Years Purchaſe ſhould be the Rate, which amounts 
to two Thouſand four Hundred Pounds; and that 
for this Sum, the Proteſtant ſhould confefs two 
aa, to the Papiſt in the ſame Term, the 
ntereſt to be ſix per Cent, and that the Papiſt 
ſhould iſſue an Elegit on each of the faid Judg- 
ments, and take one Moiety of the Land upon 
the one Elegit, and the other upon the other; that, 
from the Difference between the Rate of Intereſt, 
and the Rate of Purchaſe, in a very few Years it 
would not be worth the Conuſor's while, were he 
ſo minded, to take his Land again. Xie} 
Query 1ſt, Is it not now fifty Years ſince the 
laſt of the Popery Laws was made, and can any 
one Inſtance be produced of any ſuch Contract hav- 
ing been made as is mentioned in the Objection, 
or of any Eſtate in Lands being acquired by any 
Papiſt in Conſequence thereof, as mentioned in the 
Objection _ 8 191 
Query ad, And if any ſuch Contract had been 
made and Eſtate required, would it not be diſeo- 
verable on the Popery Laws? | | 
Query 3d, And, would ſuch a Contract bind the 
Heir of the Conuſor? And if he were minded 
to redeem the Land, and called upon the Tenant 
by Elegit to account at Law, would he be obliged 
to pay more than the Sum mark'd at the Foot of 
the Execution ? 515 


"To | Query 


„ | 
Query 4th, Has it not — been underſtood 
in tlie Law, and ever ſo determined, that a Te- 
nant by Elegit, be he Proteſtant, or be he Papiſt, 


is not ſeized of the freehold, but as of the Freehold? 
Query '5th, And in effect, but in the Percep- 


tion of tlie Iſſues and Profits of the Lands until 


his Debt is paid ? 


Query '6th, Can any Tenant by Elegit, either ſell 


Mortgage, or in any Way alien the Land of 
which he is ſo poſſeſſed? Or can he do more 
than transfer the Security ? 
Query 5th, Can he make a Leaſe for any Term 
certain, or any other Demiſe than during his 
Intereſt in the Land, and muſt not that Intereſt 
be ever at the Will of the Conuſor of the Judg- 
ment, or his Repreſentative ? 
Query Sth, Or would any Man in his Senſes be 


a Tenant to, or lay out his Subſtance in any Im- 


provement, on ſo precarious a Tenure? 

Query gth, And would not every Building or Im- 
provement, which the Tenant by Elegit ſhould 
himſelf make on the Premiſſes he s Temptation 


to the Conuſor of the Judgment, or his Repreſen- 


tative to pay the Ballance and redeem his Lands 2 
Query tooth, Would not ſuch a Poſſeſſion un- 
des an Elegit, be Aſſets in the Hands ef an Ex- 
ecutor for the Payment of Debts,” as ugh; 28 4 
Debt by Bond would Ser 
Query 11th, Can it then be conſidered as an 
Eſtate of Inheritance. to be tansfered from Fa- 
ther to Son? 
ih... 5 12th, And in Caſe ſuch Tevant by Ele: 
ould: die without miking a Will, would it 


For elſo be Afſcts in the Hands of an Adminiſtra- | 


tor for the 2 89 of Debts ? 


— e Query 
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Query 13th, And would it not in this Caſe be 


diſtributed among his Family and Kindred in the 
ame Manner, as other aſſets are to be diſtributed 
= the Statute in this Kingdom for that Purpoſe ? 
Query 14th, If this Bill ſhould not paſs into & 
Law, will not the Papiſts in this Kingdom call in 
every Six-pence they now have out on ſuch pre- 
carious Securities? 


Government, would it not be better their Money 
ſhould be out on ſuch Securities as theſe, from 
whence they may be Years in getting it in, and 
in but ſmall and trifling Payments, than to have 
it ready in their Pockets to aſſiſt our Enemies, if 
ſo they were inclined ? | 


Query 16th, Were not the two laſt Rebellions 
in this Kingdom defeated and quelled by Money 
advanced by the People of Enupland, upon the Cre- 


were to be reimburſed ?. 


. » 


dit of the Stock of Forfeitures here, by which they 


Query 15th, And, is there ſuch a Stock now in 


the Hands of the Papiſts in this Kindom as would 


be ſufficient to induce the People of England on any 
yance their Money to aſſiſt us? _ | 
Query 18th, is it not computed that near two 
Parts in three of the Money of the Kingdom is in 
the Hands of the Papiſts? 


future Occaſion, (if ſuch ſhould ever happen) to ad- 


- — = - - 


Query 19th, If ſo, or that they have a large Sum, 
and that they were ſecure in lending their Money 
upon Judgments as Proteſtants are, would it not be 


a Means of raiſing a new Stock of Forfeitures, and 


of keeping the Papiſts for ever in awe, et their 
Temptations from abroad be what they might? 


Query 


Query 15th, And if it ſhould ever happen chats 
they ſhould” be inclined to give any Diſturbance to 


a r 
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Query 20th, Is there not a great Difference be 
tween an Eſtate which a Man has inherited from 
his Anceſtors, and never had any Trouble in getting, 
and an Eſtate, or Fortune, which a Man has acquired 
by his own Induſtry and Labour? 

Query 21ſt, Would not the latter be much more 
unwilling, and would it not be far more difficult to 
prevail on him to engage in any Inſurrection and 
Trouble than the former ? 

Query 22d, And for the Reaſons cid, was 
it good Policy in the Engliſh Act, called the Act of 
Reſumption, to diſable Papiſts from taking Leaſes 
of, or purchaſing the forfeited Lands? 

Query 23d, Would not ſuch Purchaſers, or ſuch 
Lefſees, be an eternal Army for the Government, 
againft the old Proprietors ? | 
Query 24th, And by their being thus diſabled, 
are not Millions of Acres of theſe Lands, at this 


Day, uncultivated, barren, and almoſt waſte? 


The Author of the above Queries, hte the 
greateft Deference, ſubmits the Confideration of 
them, in a particular Manner, to the Gentleman 
who made the Objection, and to that Caudour and 
Ingeniouſneſs which he ſhewed upon an incidental 
Point, in the Debate, on the paſſing this Bill, al- 
tho' he voted againſt it; and the Author is moſt 
fully convinced that he both ſpoke and voted as he 
thought, as did many other Gentlemen on the ſame | 
Side of the Queſtion, who were moſt ſanguine in 
the Debate, whoſe Characters the Author welt E | 
knows to be moſt worthy and honourable. | 
A real Love and Zeal for the Proteſtant Ne 
as eſtabliſbed by Law, and for the Proteſtant Intereſt 


in the true and proper Senfe of the Eupreſſion, is moſt 
laudable, and ſhould fill the Breaſt and fire the Heart 


of 


SES eng - 
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of every Man; who loves that moſt excellent Reli- 
gion, which of all others, is the moſt. pure; and 


that free and glorious Conſtitution which we, above 


all other Nations upon Earth, enjoy, and is the Envy 
of the whole World. F | 
But at the ſame Time, it ſhould not be thought, 
but that ſuch enlarged, noble, and exalted Notions 
as theſe, do differ, moſt widely, from that outra- 
geous Zeal and Fury, that almoſt invincible Reſent- 


ment, Pique and Malevolence, which the little nar- 
row Minds of different Secis or Parties in. Society, 
both in Religion and Politicks do too often bear for 


*Z each other; all ariſing from the. early Prejudices, 
Errors and Legends which are inſtilled into them, 


even by their Nurſes in their Cradles, and by thoſe 


of their own Party, or Sect, confirmed to them every 


Day, as they grow up, without being ever ſuffered 


to uſe any Portion of that Reaſon, or good natural. 


Underſtanding with which they might have been 
bleſſed. And (which is much to be lamented,) they 
are; many of them, devoid of any Reading, or 
other Education, but in the ſame confined, partial, 
narrow Tract. „ 
And yet, it is to be hoped, that the late moſt 


learned, ſenſible; eloquent and feeling Speech of a 


certain Right Honourable Gentleman in the Houſe 
of Commons on this Subject, together with that un- 
common Humanity and Charity, which our wiſe and 
excellent VICEROY hath vouchſafed to theſe People, 
the Papiſts of this Kingdom, will, a little, (if any- 
thing can do it) open the Eyes, and enlarge the Un- 
derſtandings of unfortunate Zealots, and that they 


FF will not, like that perverſe Generation of People, of 

whom the Pſalmiſt fo ſublimely, and ſo emphatically 

ſpeaks, be deaf to the Voice of the Charmer, charm he 

As, it is alſo to be hoped, that 
| the 
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the Youth of our: Kingdom will, in their. future 


ſpeaking, form their Diſconrſes upon a Plan ſo ex- 


cellent, .the like of which, they never had in this 
Kindgom, any Opportunity of ſeeing before. 

If any Error or Miſtake ſhall happen to be in theſe 
Queries, the Author hopes the ſhortneſs of the 


Pime he had for writing them, his being. unaſſiſted 


by any, together with the real , goodneſs of his In- 
tentions, will be received, as his Excuſe. He af- 
ſures his Readers he is no Flatterer; he ever ab- 
horred it, even when he was poor, and now from 
laborious and indefatigable, (and he hopes) honeſt 
Induſtry, he knows not of any Favour he has to 
aſk, except Good-Will: At the ſame Time, he has 
as little to fear; not any Thing (he alſo hopes) 
unleſs it be, to act improperly, or, as a May ought 
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not to act. 
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